
WAMS 2021 Summer Reading List ~  Resilience: America’s Identity 
 

Please join us in our thematic approach to summer reading! Each book aligns with our theme of resilience 

and topics that are relevant at this time. When we return this autumn, we will have various opportunities 

planned for students to share and discuss books and themes together.  

 

Please choose at least one book from the list below to read throughout the summer. There are various 

formats and reading levels to meet students’ needs, so we encourage students to pick the book that is just 

right for them. Click on the links to view book reviews.  

 

Title Author Age 
Group 

Format Description 

Everything You Always 
Wanted to Know About 
Indians but Were Afraid 
to Ask: Young Reader’s 

Edition 

 

Anton 
Treuer 

Young 
Adult  

Non-Fiction “I had a profoundly well-educated Princetonian ask me, ‘Where is your tomahawk?’ I had a 
beautiful woman approach me in the college gymnasium and exclaim, ‘You have the most 

beautiful red skin.’ I took a friend to see Dances with Wolves and was told, ‘Your people have a 
beautiful culture.’ . . . I made many lifelong friends at college, and they supported but also 

challenged me with questions like, ‘Why should Indians have reservations?’ ” 
 

What have you always wanted to know about Indians? Do you think you should already know 
the answers—or suspect that your questions may be offensive? In matter-of-fact responses to 
over 120 questions, both thoughtful and outrageous, modern and historical, Ojibwe scholar and 

cultural preservationist Anton Treuer gives a frank, funny, and sometimes personal tour of 
what’s up with Indians, anyway. 

 
• What is the real story of Thanksgiving? 

• Why are tribal languages important? 
• What do you think of that incident where people died in a sweat lodge? 

 
White/Indian relations are often characterized by guilt and anger. Everything You Wanted to 
Know about Indians But Were Afraid to Ask cuts through the emotion and builds a foundation 

for true understanding and positive action. 
 

Anton Treuer, author of The Assassination of Hole in the Day and many other books on Ojibwe 
history and language, received an Ambassador Award in 2011 from Facing Race: We’re All in 
This Together, an initiative of the St. Paul Foundation. All around Minnesota, Treuer has given 
scores of public lectures and been asked hundreds of questions—many like the ones in this 

book. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54503784-everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-indians-but-were-afraid-to-ask?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=2grhvb9sQv&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54503784-everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-indians-but-were-afraid-to-ask?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=2grhvb9sQv&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54503784-everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-indians-but-were-afraid-to-ask?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=2grhvb9sQv&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54503784-everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-indians-but-were-afraid-to-ask?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=2grhvb9sQv&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54503784-everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-indians-but-were-afraid-to-ask?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=2grhvb9sQv&rank=2


Other Words for Home 

 

Jasmine 
Warga 

Middle 
Grade  

Verse 
Novel 

 
 

I am learning how to be 
sad 

and happy 
at the same time. 

 
Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way 

across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and 
her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. 

 
At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude 

has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her new label 
of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before. But this life also brings unexpected 
surprises—there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical that Jude might 

just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is. 

Brooklyn Nine 

 
 

Alan Gratz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle 
Grade 

Historical 
Fiction 

1845: Felix Schneider, an immigrant from Germany, cheers the New York Knickerbockers as 
they play Three-Out, All-Out. 

 
1908: Walter Snider, batboy for the Brooklyn Superbas, arranges a team tryout for a black 

pitcher by pretending he is Cuban. 
 

1945: Kat Snider of Brooklyn plays for the Grand Rapids Chicks in the All-American Girls 
Baseball League. 

 
1981: Michael Flint finds himself pitching a perfect game during the Little League season at 

Prospect Park. 
 

And there are five more Schneiders to meet. 
 

In nine innings, this novel tells the stories of nine successive Schneider kids and their 
connection to Brooklyn and baseball. As in all family histories and all baseball games, there is 

glory and heartache, triumph and sacrifice. And it ain't over till it’s over. 
 
 
 

Internment 

 

Samira 
Ahmed 

Young 
Adult  

Speculative 
Fiction 

Rebellions are built on hope. 
 

Set in a horrifying near-future United States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin and her parents 
are forced into an internment camp for Muslim American citizens. 

 
With the help of newly made friends also trapped within the internment camp, her boyfriend on 
the outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a journey to fight for freedom, leading a 

revolution against the internment camp's Director and his guards. 
 

Heart-racing and emotional, Internment challenges readers to fight complicit silence that exists 
in our society today. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35398627-other-words-for-home?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=R4CmzatHtX&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5782615-the-brooklyn-nine?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=424Pd6QC5W&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/38167114-internment?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=kUy5mH3e4r&rank=1


 
 
 
 
 

The Sun is Also a Star 

 
 

Nicola 
Yoon 

Young 
Adult  

Realistic 
Fiction 

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will 
never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New 

York City street and falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being 
deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story. 

 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high 

expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. 
Something about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary in 

store—for both of us. 
 

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million 
futures lie before us. Which one will come true? 

 

Magic Fish 

 

Trung Le 
Nguyen 

Middle 
Grade  

Graphic 
Novel 

Tiến loves his family and his friends…but Tiến has a secret he's been keeping from them, and 
it might change everything. An amazing YA graphic novel that deals with the complexity of 

family and how stories can bring us together. 
 

Real life isn't a fairytale. 
 

But Tiến still enjoys reading his favorite stories with his parents from the books he borrows 
from the local library. It's hard enough trying to communicate with your parents as a kid, but for 

Tiến, he doesn't even have the right words because his parents are struggling with their 
English. Is there a Vietnamese word for what he's going through? 

 
Is there a way to tell them he's gay? 

 
A beautifully illustrated story by Trung Le Nguyen that follows a young boy as he tries to 

navigate life through fairytales, an instant classic that shows us how we are all connected. The 
Magic Fish tackles tough subjects in a way that is accessible with readers of all ages, and 

teaches us that no matter what—we can all have our own happy endings. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28763485-the-sun-is-also-a-star?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=eggJanDN72&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42394599-the-magic-fish?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=A470qWdlBY&rank=1



